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religious experience often serves vicariously at second hand
it rarely does so at third hand.
Second, there is great ecumenical strength in this book as
the author ranges across the religious landscape to point out
devotional beauty from many sources, Christian and nonChristian. He has contributed significantly to the QuakerCatholic dialogue, as the publication data for several essays
indicate. But this ecumenicity lies along a narrow band.
Consider his treatment of intercessory prayer. He finds defi
cient Roman Catholicism, “conventional” Protestantism, and
our ‘more conservative-minded” denominations with their
“simple and unthinking way of trust.” This type of hasty
generalization is applied to all three groups. But it is par
ticularly uninformed or prejudiced concerning a body of
perceptive literature on the subject by evangelical writers such
as Hallesby or Tozier.
A third strength is Steere’s insights into the process of
divine grace. “We are unfinished creatures even when we
he writes, “and require
have been drenched with grace
all the skilled assistance that can be given us in the continu
ous process of increasing self-surrender and inward abandon
ment
(p. 5). ‘This is well said. But there is lurking danger
of substituting a spiritual director for the living Christ. or a
devotional book for the immediac of Prayer. The treasured
book, with its nuances of antiquarian or aesthetic value, can
turn the intellectual’s icon into an idol. The chapter on Baron
von Hügel awoke these reflections in me. It is good to know
saturated with
how this leisured man of letters was gifted
ewareness of God at work, dependent upon daily religious
practice, reverent towi’rd souls, anti willing to expend himself
on behalf of others. Is it the spiritual giftedness of the good
baron or his tal’nt in expressing it literarilv, however, which
lngers in the mind of the reader of this chapter? I am not
sure it is the former. In many ordinary Christians the same
virtues are joyously oresent and observed. But their presence
there seems to have fewer credentials and to be oversladowed
here by an aristocratic mien.
In conclusion, nondering these fine, thoughtful essays by
a well-loved Friend, brought to the surface a recurring ques
tion: Why has devotional lterature remained so largely in the
rational-intuitive mode, rather than the sensory-intuitive? The
cuestlon reflects my phenomenalistic stance, and my own
interest. Perhaps that explains some of my reservations about
the book. Perhaps it indicates a new direction to be taken.
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